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Like the Chrome password manager on Android, Apple’s iCloud Keychain is a default service
that saves and syncs your account credentials, Wi-Fi passwords, and more across all your
Apple devices. Although Keychain’s password is tied with your local account password on
Mac, you can change it to a more complex combination for better security.

CurrentPassword: @@ 000000 @

NewPassword: @@ @00 @ @

Verify:. €000 @ @

Password Strength: Good

But before I show you how to change it on Mac, let’s learn more about iCloud Keychain.

e How does iCloud Keychain work on Mac and other Apple devices?
* How to change vour Keychain password if you know the old password

o Using System Preferences

o Using Keychain Access
» How to reset Keychain password on Mac if you forgot the old password
» What to do if you can’t change the Keychain Password?
o What are other alternatives to Keychain Password?

How does iCloud Keychain work on Mac and other
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Apple devices?

iCloud Keychain is tightly integrated with i0OS, iPadOS, and macOS. When you save a Wi-Fi
password or sign in using a login ID and password, the system will automatically create an
entry in the Keychain app. All the data get synced across Apple devices using the iCloud
platform.

With the Keychain Access app on the Mac, Apple is focusing on convenience over features.
Sometimes, users won't notice the app/service running in the background and getting the
job done.

To better secure your iCloud Keychain, read along.

How to change your Keychain password if you know the
old password

There are a couple of ways to change the Keychain password on the Mac. First, you can
change the Mac login password on the device which will reflect in the Keychain app as well.

I. Using System Preferences

1. Click the Apple icon at the upper left corner and select System Preferences.
2. Open the Users & Groups menu.


https://demo.igeeksblog.com/how-to-export-passwords-from-icloud-keychain/
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3. Click the lock icon at the bottom left corner.
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4. Authenticate yourself. Click Change Password.
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Change Password...

5. Next, enter the new and old password, and add a password hint.
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0Old Password:
New Password:
Verify:

Password Hint:
[Recommended])

Change Password

Hit ok, and that’s it! You have successfully changed both the device password and Keychain
Access password on the Mac.

However, someone with access to your Mac password can view and edit the login info from
the Keychain Access app. Thus, it’s always advisable to keep both different. Move on to the
next step to change it.

Il. Using Keychain Access

1. Open Keychain Access.
Go to Launchpad and locate it or use the Spotlight Search by pressing
command+Space and type Keychain Access.
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n |
®0e@ Keychain Access g ® [ Q kearct ]
Default Keychains Allltems Passwords Secure Notes My Certificates Keys Certificates
A login
- *branch.io
& iCloud Cenheate | 155118 by: DigiCert SHA2 Secure Server CA
- - Expired: Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 5:30:00 PM India Standard Time
Custom Keychains @ "“branch.io” certificate is not trusted
B parth
A R Name ~  Kind Date Modified Expires Keychain
A System [3 *branch.io certificate -- Dec 6, 2018 at 5:30:00 PM login
Lﬂ *branch.io certificate - Jun 3, 2018 at 5:48:50 AM login
(&) System Roots { 10F7DEBD private key - - login
[_. 2803611244186 application password Mar 28, 2020 at 11:29:564... -- login
| 92F2952F private key - -- login
§ <key= public key -- -- login
¥ <key> private key - -- login
[CZ] Adobe Content Certificate 10-5 certificate - Aug 18, 2025 at 6:48:42...  login
[C] Adobe Content Certificate 10-6 certificate - Aug 18, 2025 at 6:50:00...  login
[C] Adobe Intermediate CA 10-3 certificate == Aug 4, 2068 at 11:07:58...  login
[E] Adobe Intermediate CA 10-4 certificate -- Aug 4, 2068 at 11:07:59..  login
[" Adobe Lightroom CC Helper application password Feb 25, 2021 at 12:40:51... -- login
[_ Adobe APS application password Aug 23, 2020 at 10:42:12... == login
,[. , Adobe.APS application password  Aug 23, 2020 at 10:42:14... -- login
,Z" Adobe.APS application password Aug 24, 2020 at 3:34:44... -- login
fﬂ Adobe.APS application password  Aug 24, 2020 at 4:39:15... -- login
[" Adobe.APS application password Aug 24, 2020 at 6:21:25... -- login
[__ Apple Persistent State Encryption application password Apr 27, 2021 at 4:38:33 PM -~ login

| §
2. Click the Edit option in the Menu bar.
3. Select Change Password for Keychain “Login” option.
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Edit View Window Healp

Change Settings for Keychain "parth”..

4. Enter the requested passwords and verify your information.
5. Hit OK.
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Enter a new password for the keychain "login."”

CX
L ad
Current Password: eeeeeeee

New Password: eeeeeseceee ?

Verify: eeecsecccecce

L =
Password Strength: Excellent

? Cancel | LS

Note: The device login password will remain the same as before while creating a different
Keychain Access password.

How to reset Keychain password on Mac if you forgot
the old password

There is no way to reset Keychain Access if you forget your old password. If you try to reset
it, the system will continue to ask for a password for authentication (which you already have
forgotten).

If you do remember your Keychain Access password then there is a way to reset the default
Login keychain on the Mac. Follow the steps below.

1. Open Keychain Access.
2. Click Keychain Access in the Menu bar.
3. Select Preferences from the following menu.
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Keychain Access  File  Edit

About Keychain Access

4. Click the Reset Default Keychains.

Search directory services for certificates

Croata naw amply "login® and *iCloud® keychains. You will
lose all tems currantly stored In these keychaing

Reset Default Keychains...
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5. Authenticate the action with the keychain password and the macOS will create a
new Login keychain from scratch.

Passwords Secure Motes My Certificates Keys Certificates
login Ae .
iCloud 7 4 Keychain Acce_ss wants to use the “Local
¥/, . Items” keychain.
‘f,/. oe ! ‘_n Please enter the keychain password.
parth M ﬂ Password: i
Nama Keychain
? Cancel m
SuRtam L., Apple Parsistua F login
,' BeaconStore login
System Roots /. Call History User Data Key application password May 1, 2021 at 8:22:39 PM  -- login
/.. Chrome Safe Storage application password May 2, 2021 at 8:30:39 PM  -- login
' com.apple.assistant application password  May 1, 2027 at B:22:37 PM - login
/ com.apple.assistant application password May 1, 2021 at 8:22:37 PM -~ login
/.. com.apple.assistant application password May 1, 2021 at 8:22:37 PM  -- login
com.apple.assistant application password May 1, 2021 at 8:23:08 PM -~ login
' com.apple.assistant application password May 1, 2021 at 8:53:00 PM -~ login
' com.apple.ind.registration application password May 2, 2021 at 10:01:23... login
' com.microsoflt..30cee99d95bb69a application password Today, 4:40 PM login
/.. com.microsoft..9d95bb69a_Liveld application password May 1, 2021 at 8:51:19 PM login
/. com.microsoft..rSync.HockeySDK application password May 1, 2021 at 6:53:51 PM - login
/. com.microsoft...ndGo.HockeySDK  application password Yesterday, 2:49 PM login
com.microsoft.OutlookCore.Secret application password May 1, 2021 at 8:40:52 PM -~ login ‘
/. com.microsoft...MSAUserKeychain application password  Yesterday, 9:03 PM login |
' Evernote application password May 2, 2021 at 10:05:32. login |
! . Grammarly_DesktopEditor application password May 1, 2021 at 6:25:50 PM  -- login i
ki masican s it il pEa R NORMUoN_Lieh ] TR ek e o izt |

The move will create a new Login keychain. You will lose all items currently stored in these
keychains.

What to do if you can’t change the Keychain Password?

There can be times when the system will grey out the ‘Change Password for Keychain Login’
option in the Keychain Access menu. Thus, preventing you from changing the Keychain

password on the Mac.

If you don’t have the admin rights to the Mac account, you won'’t see the option to change
the Keychain password on the device. However, there is a workaround.

Using the Mac Terminal app, one can easily change the Keychain password with a system
command. Go through the steps below.

1. Open Terminal via Launchpad or Spotlight Search.
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2. Type security set-keychain-password and hit the return button.

- i parth — security set-keychain-password — 111x 36
Last login: Sat May 1 15:88:11 on ttys0d0e

The default interactive shell is now zsh.

To update your account to use zsh, pleasae run ‘chsh -s /bin/zsh’.

For more details, please visit https://support.apple.com/kb/HT208050,
Parths-MacBook-Adr:= parth$ security set-keychain-password

iOld password: [}

3. Enter the requested passwords and verify.
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@ o %0 parth — -bash — 80x24
Last login: Sat May 1 15:18:24 on ttyseee

The default interactive shell is now zsh.

To update your account to use zsh, please run ‘chsh -s /bin/zsh’.

For more details, please visit https://support.apple.com/kb/HT288858.
||[Parths-MacBook-Air:~ parth$ security set-keychain-password

0ld Password:

New Password:

Retype New Password:

Parths-MacBook-Air:~ parth$ ||

The system has changed the Keychain Access password using the Terminal command. Go
ahead and use it to access login info on the Mac.

What are other alternatives to Keychain Password?

The default iCloud Keychain works perfectly fine for the majority out there. However, as is
the case with Apple’s apps and services, you should not settle with a basic password
manager offering.

The Mac ecosystem has several third-party password managers like 1Password, LastPass,
Enpass, Dashlane, and Bitwarden. They offer:

 Cross-platform compatibility. Meaning, if you move from Mac to Windows or iPhone to
Android in the future, you don’t have to worry about leaving precious passwords
behind.

» Features like Watchtower (1Password) and Audit report (Dashlane) to warn you about
the potential data breach on the web.

» Extension support for popular browsers.

» Tags support for better organization.


https://demo.igeeksblog.com/best-mac-password-manager-apps/
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e TOTP (Time-based One Time Password) support.

Although they require a paid subscription, they are worth it if you have crucial data or
passwords saved on your Mac.

I hope the above guide helped you change the Keychain password on Mac. If you have any
queries regarding Keychain or alternative password managers, shoot them in the comments
below.

You would like to read these posts as well:

» How to bookmark a folder in Finder on Mac

» How to change login Password on Mac

e MacBook Pro Touch ID not working? How to fix it!

» How to find your Wi-Fi password on iPhone (3 Ways)



https://demo.igeeksblog.com/how-to-bookmark-folder-in-finder-on-mac/
https://demo.igeeksblog.com/how-to-change-login-password-on-mac/
https://demo.igeeksblog.com/touch-id-not-working-on-macbook-pro/
https://demo.igeeksblog.com/how-to-find-wi-fi-password-on-iphone/

